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Type of Tone  Symbol  Meaning  Speaker’s Role  

Proclaiming (p)  fall ?   Unshared information  

(separateness)  

Non-dominant (unmarked)  

Proclaiming plus tone (p+)  rise-fall ? ?   dominant (marked)  

Referring (r)  fall-rise ? ?   Shared information  

(togetherness)  

Non-dominant (unmarked)  

Referring plus tone (r+)  rise ?   Dominant (marked)  

Level tone  o  formulaic (routine)  

hesitation  
Ritualised  or precoded speech  

Summary of the types of tones available to speakers in their interactions  in DI. Source: (Brazil, 1995:244)
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